Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA

§1230.623 Supervision of referendum.

The Administrator, AMS, will be re-
sponsible for conducting the ref-
erendum in accordance with this sub-
part.

§1230.624 Eligibility.

(a) Eligible producers and importers.
Persons eligible to register and vote in
the referendum include:

(1) Individual Producers. Each indi-
vidual that owns and sells at least one
hog or pig during the representative
period and does so in his or her own
name is entitled to cast one ballot.

(2) Producers who are a corporation
or other entity. Each corporation or
other entity that owns and sells at
least one hog or pig during the rep-
resentative period is entitled to cast
one ballot. A group of individuals, such
as members of a family, a partnership,
owners of community property, or a
corporation engaged in the production
of hogs and pigs will be entitled to only
one vote; provided, however, that any
member of a group may register to
vote as a producer if he or she sells at
least one hog or pig in his or her own
name.

(3) Importers. Each importer who im-
ports hogs, pigs, pork, or pork products
during the representative period is en-
titled to cast one ballot. A group of in-
dividuals, such as members of a family,
a partnership, or a corporation engaged
in the importation of hogs, pigs, pork,
or pork products will be entitled to
only one vote; provided, however, that
any member of a group may register to
vote as an importer if he or she im-
ports hogs, pigs, pork, or pork products
in his or her own name.

(b) Proxy registration and voting.
Proxy registration and voting is not
authorized, except that an officer or
employee of a corporate producer or
importer, or any guardian, adminis-
trator, executor, or trustee of a pro-
ducer’s or importer’s estate, or an au-
thorized representative of any eligible
producer or importer (other than an in-
dividual producer or importer), such as
a corporation or partnership, may reg-
ister and cast a ballot on behalf of that
entity. Any individual who registers to
vote in the referendum on behalf of any
eligible producer or importer corpora-
tion or other entity must certify that
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he or she is authorized to take such ac-
tion.

§1230.625 Time and place of registra-
tion and voting.

(a) Producers. The referendum shall
be held for 3-consecutive days on Sep-
tember 19, 20, 21, 2000. Eligible pro-
ducers shall register and vote on-site
following the procedures in 1230.628.
Producers shall register and vote dur-
ing the normal business hours of each
county FSA office or request absentee
ballots from the county FSA offices by
mail, telephone, or facsimile, or pick
up an absentee ballot in-person. The
absentee voting period shall be from
August 18, 2000, through September 21,
2000.

(b) Importers. Importer voting shall
take place during the same time period
provided producers for in-person and
absentee voting in the referendum. The
referendum shall be conducted by mail
ballot by the FSA headquarters office
in Washington, DC, between August 18,
2000, through September 21, 2000.

§1230.626 Facilities
and voting.

(a) Producers. Each county FSA of-
fice shall provide:

(1) Adequate facilities and space to
permit producers of hogs and pigs to
register and to mark their ballots in
secret;

(2) A sealed box or other designated
receptacle for registration forms and
ballots that is kept under observation
during office hours and secured at all
times; and

(3) Copies of the Order for review.

(b) Absentee ballots. Each FSA coun-
ty office shall provide each producer an
absentee ballot package upon request.
Producers can pick up an absentee bal-
lot in-person or request it by tele-
phone, mail, or facsimile. The FSA
county office will provide absentee bal-
lots by mail for all requests received by
telephone, mail, or facsimile. The FSA
county office shall record date of re-
ceipt of the ‘“Pork Referendum” enve-
lope containing the completed absentee
ballot on the Absentee Voter Request
List and place it unopened in a secure
ballot box.

(c) Importers. The FSA headquarters
office in Washington, DC, will:
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